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Dear Federal Agency Partners:

On July 20, 2010, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) published a 90-day finding (75

FR 42033) on a petition for the whitebark pine (Pinus albicaulis). The Natural Resources

Defense Council had petitioned the Service to list the species as Threatened or Endangered under

the Endangered Species Act (ESA) and to designate critical habitat for the species. The Service

evaluated the petition and determined that there was substantial information indicating that

listing may be warranted. Therefore, we have initiated a status review of the species. Based on

the review, we will issue a 12-month petition finding in July of 2011 that fully evaluates the

threats faced by the species and determine if the petitioned action is warranted.

To ensure that the status review of whitebark pine is comprehensive, we are requesting scientific

and commercial information regarding this species. The species occurs extensively on U.S.

Forest Service and National Park Service lands (98 percent of the species’ U.S. range).

Therefore, we would greatly appreciate any information you can provide on the threats faced by

the species on your administrative unit (park, district, or forest) or as a National forest health

protection issue. In particular, we are interested in quantitative data on acres or percentages of

whitebark pine affected (or unaffected) by threats, rates of white pine blister rust infection and

mountain pine beetle infestation, extent of decline, and regeneration. We would also like to know

about restoration or recovery strategies that have been developed for the species and the progress

you are making to implement these strategies.

We request that you provide the information by September 20, 2010. It can be submitted

electronically via the Federal eRulemaking Portal at: http://www.regulations.gov, or can be

mailed or hand delivered to Public Comments Processing, Attn: FWS-R6-ES-201 0-0047;

Division of Policy and Directives Management; U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 4401 N. Fairfax

Drive, Suite 222; Arlington, VA 22203.

If you have specific comments or questions on this finding, please contact our Wyoming

Ecological Services Field Office at 5353 Yellowstone Road, Suite 308A, Cheyenne, WY 82009

or phone Ann Belleman at (307) 578-5116.

Sincerely,
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Brian T. Kelly
Field Supervisor
Wyoming Field Office


